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To the Proteſtant Diſſenting ne 
uſually denominated Ba» TISTS, al- 


for VINE — 


At 8 
Cheneys, Bucks; 


Cheſham, Bucks; 


Colnbrook, Bucks; 
Harlow, Efſex j 


This Cincuran LETTER is with 


— —„— 
. 


Hertford ; 
Hempſtead, Herts ; 
Hitchin, Herts ; 
New-Mill, Herts ; 


| W | Bucks N 
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great Reſpect addreſſed 5 


By Robert Hobinſon, 
Hugh Giles; 
James Sleap; 
William Walker; ; 
Iſaac Gould, 
Robert Baſkerville 


Morgan Jones, 


John Geard, 
Henry Blaine 3 
Richard Morris, 


Miniſters, 


| 


William Nath; 


Nat. Saunders, | 
W. Bedford; 


William Thomas ; 


George Long: 


and Meſſengers, 


Repreſenting the ſaid Churches in 
Aſlociation. 
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HoxnoURED Barzarn, 


72 chearfullx embrace this opportunity of 
/Y publicly addreſſing you, and of expreſlſing 
in this manner our approbation of the grand prin- 
ciple of all truſt in your ſocieties, the re/por/ib:lity of 
officers to thoſe, who appoint them. In obedience 
to your own free nomination we have attended this 
aſſociation, and, agreeably to your directions, we 
ſend you this account of it. 

It appears, by the ſeveral letters ſent from the 
churches in this connection, and by the accounts 
given by the miniſters and meſſengers preſent at 
this aſſociation, that the churches, on the whole, 
are in a proſperous ſtate. All the congregations 
are ſupplied with miniſters; the miniſters are zea- 
louſly employed in the duties of their office; the 
people reſpect and attend the public ordinances * 
. and, although there are ſome; 1 cauſes of humili- 

ation and complaint, yet there àre far more. cauſes 
of gratitude and praiſe. | 

In order to preſerve your preſent proſperity, and 
to promote your future edification, permit us to 
remind you of the importance of the principles, the 
practices, and even the peculiarities of your 
churches, and to recommend each to your parti- 
cular attention. 

RELIOIOUs PRINCIPLE is of the utmoſt impor- 
tance to our churches, the very being of them de- 
pends on it; for, as they are not ſupported by the 
ſtate for any temporal purpoſes, they cannot long 
ſubſiſt without it; or, if they do ſubſiſt a while, 
they are unanimated carcaſes, they have a name that 
they live, and are dead. 

God is an infinite. ſpirit, an object of contem- 
plation: but not of viſion. The inviſible excellence 
of God is diſplayed | in all the works of nature, and 
in all the ways of providence; and juſt and proper 
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6 
Notions of his perfections, including the virtues, that 
are neceſſarily connected with the relatioff of thoſe 
perfections to us, form that ſyſtem of natural reli- 
gion, which S. Paul calls e irnth of God, and which, 
for its utility as far as it goes, ſhould be inculcated 


among chriſtians. 


Chriſtianity elucidates and confirms the truths of 
natural religion, and it alſo reveals other facts, 
which the higheſt human penetration could never 
have diſcovered. Of this kind are the introduc- 
tion, the extent, and the penalty of moral evil; the 
plan of redemption; the perſon of the redeemer; 
and the preſent and future ſtate and felicity of the, 
redeemed. Chriſtianity collects the divine glories. 
into a point in the perſon and offices of Chriſt, diſ- 
playing a brightneſs ſo ſtriking as to fix and affect. 


every beholder, and at the ſame time cooling and. 
| ſoftening the object ſo as to render it at once the 
moſt magnificent and the moſt condeſcending,, the 


moſt formidable and the moſt amiable object in all 
the compaſs of contemplative thought. Here God 
appears ſupremely terrible to ſin, and ſupremely 
good to the ſinner. In puniſhing our ſubſtitute 
he fits the inflexible judge ſurrounded with all the 
terrible pomp of omnipotence ; and in pardoning 


the principals, he diſplays a love beyond the ſofteſt 


compaſſion of the tendereſt parent, | 
The knowledge and belief of theſe articles pro- 


_ duce in the heart a diſpoſition to univerſal holineſs, 


which expreſſeth itſelf in a pious conformity to na- 
tural obligations, and to the poſitive inſtitutes of . 


religion; in a benevolent diſcharge of every ſocial . 
duty to our fellow-creatures; and in a regular ve- 


neration for ourſelves. The good man views his high 
and Holy calling, and rites ſuperior to the ſlavery 

of fin. | * | | | I 
Every idea, that operates in this manner, is a 
religious principle, and miſerable is the ſtate of , 
thoſe, who are deſtitute of it. An FOE | 
3 min 


8 


mind is an eaſy prey to every vice. Some indivi- 


duals, void of the knowledge of the miſerable moral 
ſtate of man, are full of pride and preſumption : 
others deſtitute of faith in the atonement are involved 
in diſtreſs and deſpair; while others are rioting in 
the exceſſes of this life, and violating every divine 


command to gratify their ſenſes and their paſſions, 


through their fatal ignorance of a bleſſed immortality. 
If whole ſocieties retain the ceremonies of religion, 
after they have loſt their faith and knowledge, they 
reſemble a dead carcaſe placed in a living 5 
and wrapped in a gaudy ſhroud. # | 

If, therefore, brethren, you value your own hap- 
pinels, or that of your children, and families, and 
friends, and, above all, that of the church, to which 
you belong, you mult inculcate religious principle, 
you muſt point to the teacher ſent from God, and ſay to 
thoſe around you, This is God's beloved ſon, hear him, 

This leads us to-the ſecond article, the impor- 


tance of performing THE PRACTICEs of your 


churches. Beſide the general practice of every 
moral virtue, and of every chriſtian grace, you will, 
we dare fay, pay a particular attention to thoſe 
practices, which ſeminate the principles of Ai 
in a congregation, | 


Make conſcience of a regular attendance on pull pe; 


worſhip, as often as the church meets for this pur- 
poſe. Attend diligently with your families, to the 
word preached by your paſtors, it is he power of 
God to ſalvation. Be preſent in your places before 
the worſhip begins, avoid difſipation and indolence 


while it continues, ſtay till the whole is finiſhed, 
and then meditate on it in retirement, turn it into 
prayer, or converſe with one another on what you 


have heard. The laſt part of divine ſervice is a 
line expreſſive ſignificant part of it. The miniſter, 

who is the embaſſedor of Chriſt, ſpreads holy hands 
over you, and prays on your part that the grace of 


our Lord 2 Chriſt, the love of God, and the fellow- 
B 2 ip 


Py : 
3. 
* 
75 
. * 
a 
7 
N. 
4 © 
13 
\ 
Ki 
* 
„ 
N. 
Tan 
1 
1 
* * 
$54 
15 
8 
i AN 
1 
75 
$\ 
”, 
1 
. 
| 


3 
— 


88 0 — 
. ˙¹ oe tintns 


4 } * 
— — — 
© Yo er RP > 3 Gas 


DE 


2.96 2 .<: Pe 28% 
rr — — 
— — — — 
2 2 a 1 A p rH 
2 4 BS ISS 3 1 


+ 


CO WEI 


ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt Marv BE, and declare on God's 
part that his parental regard 1s with 'you ail, to 
which you cannot but ſay, Amen. Public worſhip 
among you receives no ſolemnity from architecture, 
inſtrumental muſic, hiſtory paintings, and peculiar 
veſtments: but its ſimplicity gives it a far ſuperior 
ſolemnity, when it is performed with reverence and 
godiy fear. John Baptiſt was a plain homely man: 
but Herod feared bim, knowing that he was a juſt man, 
and an holy. E % | 
Keep up family religion, the reading of the holy 
ſcriptures, ſinging, and prayer, or the laſt at leaſt. 
A little forecaſt will gain you time for this twice a 
day, and ſtudy to make it ſhort and agreeable, that 
it may not diſguſt, but edify your families. 
Cetechiſe your children and ſervants; either by re- 
quiring theni to repeat by heart four or five queſ- 
tions and anſwers in printed catechiſms to you once 
a week, and by familiarly explainyng them to them; 
or by requiring them to repeat ta you by heart one ; 
verſe of {cripture every day,' from which you may 
derive ſeveral familiar queſtions, and kad them by 
this mean into a habit of thinking, reflecting, and 
reaſoning on the great truths of religion. - Ho .]? 
happy will you be to ſee the good ſeed bring forth in 
one child thirty, in another ſixty, in another a hundred 
fold! How happy in your dying agonies to be able to 
Jay to a pious fon, I go the way of all the earth : but 
thou art a wiſe man, and knoweſt what thou cugbteſt 
to da! You ſhould pay the greater attention to 
this branch of family religion, in order to wipe off 
that foul ſcandal, which ſome zealots have caſt on 
us for not ſprinkling our infants, as if we were 
careleſs about their ſalvation, becauſe we omitted a 
ſuperſtitious cuſtom. JFF 
Maintain private ſocial meetings, for ſinging, 
prayer, and chriſtian conference. Habituate your- 
{elves to weep with them, that weep, to rejoice with 
them, that rejoice, to bear one another's burdens, and 


Jo to fulſil the lata of Cbriſt. E Endea- 
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Endeavgur to promote one another's temporal intereſt... 
Deal with one another; employ one another; inter- 


marry together; give one another advice and aſſiſt- 


ance; conſider your whole ſpecies as your brethren ; 


but regard your own community as our family. 


Finally, Be patient, prudent, and tender to one wag 


thers infirmities. Conceal them from the world; 
let the too common practice of whiſpering them 
among yourſelves {ink into diſuſe ; pity and pray for 


the weak, exbort them by the meekneſs and gentleneſs . 


of Chriſt, to take heed to their ways: but by no 
means exaſperate them. Time and patience have 
done wonders in recovering backſliders, while con- 
trary diſpoſitions, productive of violent meaſures, 
have been attended with ſcandalous effects. Pay a 


particular attention in the choice of your officers to | 


men of a ſoft healing ſpirit, they are unſpeakable 
| bleſſings to a chriſtian church, and of them learn 


to exerciſe that een of wiſdom, WICH an apaſtle | 
* recommends, - 


Laſtly, Brethren, allow us to recommend to you 
an- attention to THE PECULIARITIES of your 
churches. You hold fome truths, which moral 
philoſophers teach ; ſome, that the Greek church, 


and the church of Rome hold; tome, which other | 


proteſtant churches maintain; and others that are 


peculiar to yourſelves. Do not neglect to incul- 
cate thoſe truths, which others hold; if many 
teachers do virtuouſiy, labour ye to excel them all. 


But particularly a — the truths, that are pecu- 
liar to your own ſocieties, and for the ſake of which 


you have ſeparated from your brethren, Support 


the right of private judgment, and liberty of con- 
icience in oppoſition to all human authority in 
matters of religion; the acknowledgment. of Chriſt 
alone as the head of the church; and the ſuffici- 


ency of the holy ſcriptures as the rule of faith and 


practice. Theſe general truths include the frame 


and conſtitution of your Thurches the nature and 
number 
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number of your offices ; the mode of divine wor- 


ſhip ; the rites, ceremonies, or poſitive inſtitutes of 


religion; the terms of admiſſion to the miniſtry and 


to church- memberſhip; the free choice of your 


miniſters; and the nature of your diſcipline. With 
the knowledge of theſe truths providence hath en- 
truſted you; may it be your holy ambition to ſay, 
when you give up your accounts, Lord] thou de- 


liveredſt unto us ve talents : behold we have gained 


beides them five talents more ! 


The principles, ' that diftinguiſh our churches, 


are but very little known to the bulk of our coun- 


trymen z {ome condemn them without examination; 


others view them through falſe mediums ; and, 
what is worſe than all, many, who act upon them, 
do but half unde ſtand them, and cannot at all de. 
tend them. The Lord make you ſpiritual men, 


Judging all things] and able to give a reaſon for be 
hepe, that is in you ! 


There is nothing | in our principles deſtructive of 


the peace of civil ſociety; ; nothing hoſtile to govern- 
ment; we have no diſſertation in ſcripture” on the 
beſt form of government, whether it be monarch- 
ical or republican; we hold nothing injurious to 


any religious aſſociation; we diſtinguiſh between 


the conſtitution of a church and the members, who 
compoſe it, and we venerate the laſt for acting up 


to their beſt knowledge, while we reprobate the firſt 


as unſcriptural in its frame, unſociable and violent 
in its temper, and unfriendly to the growth of re- 
ligious knowledge, primitive morality, a chaſte 
taith, and an univerlal love. If others, after all“ 


we have ſaid, will not make theſe diſtinctions, we 


have only to fay, He, that is unjuſt, let bim be unjuſt 
fill. Be you diligent, brethren ! to impart clear 
notions of theſe articles to your children, and not 
only labour to make them chriſtians : but ſtrive 
alſo to form them wiſe, conſcientious, and peaceable 


proteſtant diſſenters, ornaments to our churches, 
and comfor ts to yourlelyes, Be 


2 


3, 


HY 
Be not unmindful, brethren, of the ſupport of 


your ſocieties. Your paſtors aſk na emoluments, 
your churches have none to beſtow, Confcience 


makes us your miniſters, and-it is to your credit, 


as well as to our comfort, to enable us to provide 
things honeſt in the ſight of all men. Your voluntary 
tithes are our ſupport, and your free contributions 
the ſupport of your places of worſhip, and the re- 


lief of your poor, To enable you to diſcharge 
| theſe duties, you mult avoid the faſhionable vices, 


and the expenſive luxuries of the times; you muſt 
ſtrive to excel in your ſeveral profeſſions; you 
muſt be induftrious in getting, and frugal in uſi 

the bleſſings of providence : you muſt commend 
yourſelves to your fellow citizens by, ingenuity, in- 
regrity, punctuality, humanity, affability, ſympa- 
thy, hoſpitality; in a word, by uniting in your 


_ own perſons the decency of the man with the dig- 


nity of the chriſtian. © 
Virtue will not fail of its reward in 1 your Ne 


Fou may perhaps gain nothing of this world by the 
practice of it: but you will acquire that affection 


and eſteem of your brethren, and that reputation 
in the houſe of God, which you will value beyond 
all riches; and you may ever contemplate that moſt 


tranſporting of all periods, in which the arbiter of 


all. will ſay to you in the hearing of all, and with 
the conſent of all, Well done good and faithful ſervants, 
enter ye into the joy of your Lord. 


And now, brethren !' we commend you to Cad, and 


4 


to the word of his grace. We bear you on our hearts 
before the Lord, and you will, we doubt not, pray 
for us. The Lord make every one, who comes into 
your e like Rachel and like Leah; may each 


build the houſe of Iſrael, do wortbily in his country, 


aud be famous in his church! May each church be 
an habitation of Ged through the Spirit; like the 
houſe of Obed-edom, may it be bleſſed for the ar sale] 


Sipned by order of the Aſſembly, ? 
by the Moderator, 5 Robert Robinſon. 
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number of your offices; the mode of divine wor- 
ſhip ; the rites, ceremonies, or poſitive inſtitutes of 


religion; the terms of admiſſion, to the miniſtry and 


to church- memberſhip; the free choice of your 


miniſters; and the nature of your diſcipline. With 
the knowledge of theſe truths providence hath en- 
truſted you; may it be your holy ambition to ſay, 
when you give up your accounts, Lord! thou de- 


liveredft unto us five talents : behold we have gained 
beſides them froe talents more ! OT” "Rd 
The principles, that diſtinguiſh our churches, 


are but very little known to the bulk of our coun- 
trymen; ſome condemn them without examination 
others view them through talſe mediums ; and, 
what is worſe than all, many, who act upon them, 
do but half underſtand them, and cannot at all de- 
The Lord make you ſpiritual men, 


hepe, that is in you 


There is nothing in our principles deſtructive of 


the peace of civil ſociety ; nothing hoſtile to govern- 
ment; we have no diſſertation in ſcripture on the 
beſt form of government, whether it be monarch- 
ical or republican; we hold nothing injurious to 
any religious aſſociation; we diſtinguiſh between 
the conſtitution of a church and the members, who 


compoſe it, and we venerate the laſt for acting up 


to their beſt knowledge, while we reprobate the firſt 


as unicriptural in its frame, unſociable and violent 
in its temper, and unfriendly to the growth of re- 


ligious knowledge, primitive morality, a chaſte 
If others, after all“ 


faith, and an univerſal love. 
we nave ſaid, will not make theſe diſtinctions, we 
have only to ſay, He, that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt 


till. Be you diligent, brethren ! to impart clear 


notions of theſe articles to your. children, and not 
only labour to make them chriſtians: but ſtrive 
alſo to form them wiſe, conſcientious, and peaceable 
proteſtant diſſenters, ornaments to our churches, 
and comforts to yourſelves. Be 


* 
. 


C.J 

Be not unmindful, brethren, of the ſupport of 
your ſocieties, Your paſtors aſk no emoluments, 
your churches have none to beſtow. Conſcience 
makes us your miniſters, and-it is to your credit, 
as well as to our comfort, to enable us to provide 
things honeſt in the fight of all men. Your voluntary 
tithes are our ſupport, and your free contributions 
the ſupport of your places of worſhip, and the re- 
lief of your poor, To enable you to diſcharge 
theſe duties, you mult avoid the faſhionable yices, 
and the expenſive luxuries of the times; you muſi 


155 ſtrive to excel in your ſeveral profeſſions; ; you 


muſt be induſtrious in getting, and frugal in uſing 


the bleſſings of providence; you muſt commend 


yourſelves to your fellow citizens by ingenuity, in- 


tegrity, punctuality, humanity, affability, ſympa- 


thy, hoſpitality; in a word, by uniting in your 


own perſons the decency of the man with the dig- 
nity of the chriſtian. © 


Virtue will not fail of its reward in your G bes 
You may perhaps gain nothing of this world by the 


practice of it: but you will acquire that affection 
and eſteem of your brethren, and that reputation 


in the houſe of God, which you will value beyond 


all riches ; and you may ever contemplate that moſt 


tranſporting of all periods, in which the arbiter of 
all will ſay to you in the hearing of all, and with 
the conſent of all, Well done good and faithful Servants, 
enter ye into the joy of your Lord. 


And now, brethren !' we commend you to God, and 


4 


to the word of his grace. We bear you on our hearts 
before the Lord, and you will, we doubt not, pray 
for us. The Lord mats every one, who comes into 
your ſocieties, hike Rachel and like Leeb; may each 
build the houſe of Iſrael, do wortbily in his country, 

and be famous in his church ! May each church be 
an habitation of Gd through the Spirit; like the 
houſe of Obed-edom, may it be vlefſed for the ar a-ſale] 


Signed by order of the Aſſembly, | 5 
by the Moderator £ : Robert Robinſon. 
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Is: K's N Hamel Hempftead, Herts. May 14, 1776. 


TULSBAY evening, 6 o'clock. Mijnitters, meſſengers, and mem- : 
bers of the churches in this aſſociation, and members of other 


cChurches, met at the meeting-houſe, The Rev. Mr. 
began in prayer. The Rev. Mr. Robinſon was choſ 


2 
| 


laine 
Mo- 
derator. Mr. Naſh, was choſen Secretary. The ſecretary 


read the letters from the churches. Memoranda were taken. 


A petition fromthe church at Hertford for recommendation 
ta collect for a meeting- -houſe was read, 8 by the al. 
„ Tenuty> and by their order bgned by the Modera The 
genęrakſtate of the churches was dilcuſſed. The erator 
"was defired to draw up the circular letter. The Moderator 
concluded in pray er, at g o'clock. > 


Wedneſday morning, 6 o'clock. The ſame iſſembly met again, The 


Half 


Rev. Mr. Jones prayed. Several reſolutions paſled relative 


to the better government of this aſſociation, which are to be 


tranſmitted s the churches. Several queſtions diſcuſſed re- 
lative to the beſt mode of catechizing children; the ſeminat- 
ing of religious principles; the diſcharging of the ſeveral of- 
fices of the churches, &c. c. The Moderator read his plan 
of the circular letter, vhich being approved, he cloſed the 
aſlgmbly by prayer at 9 o'clock. 
paſt 10 o'clock. The public meeting was opened by the Mo- 


"derator by ſinging the iſt, 2d, and Std Vetles of the cen 
Ann. od 


The Rev. Mr: sleap . FE, hp 8 


The Moderator ſang the two firſt verſes of the cxxxiv hymn, 
firit book, - 
The Rey. Mr. Gould prayed, and preached from 1 Sam. 


iv. 13. Lo! Eli ſat upon a ſeat by the way ſide, watching ; for 
bis heart 2 oy for. the 21 00 God. 975 Ft 
The Moderator. ſang five verſes of the cxxxii pfalm. 

The Rev. Mr. Geard prayed; +» | 

The Moderator ſang the 34 and 4th verſes of the xcy pſalm. 
The Rev. Mr. Walker preached from 1 Theſl. v. 17. Pray 
_ twvithout ceaſing. 


The Moderator concluded in prayer, and diſmiſſed the aſe 
ſembly. 5 


At 6 in the evening. The Moderatofipreached from 1 Tim, i. 15. 


Worthy of all acceptation. 8 
The Rev. Mr. Baſkerville prayed. _ 

The Moderator diſmiſſed the aſſembly with the aſaal bene? 
diction, and gave notice that the next aſſociation would be 
held at Cambridge, on the Tueſday and Wedneſday in the 
week before Whitſuntide, 1777. The Rev. Meſſre. Morris, 
and Jones, are appointed to preach... The ſervices to begin 
at 5; o'clock-on Tueſday evening; at 6 on Wedneſday morn- 
ing; at "De paſt 10 ir t the 8 and at 6 in the evening. 
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